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VOLUME VI MAY 1966 NO. 2 
THE J. D. DEGREE AND YOU 
Ed. Note: The following ar­ PROPOSAL Of the almost one hundred 
ticle originally appeared in the and fifty law schools accredited 
Dean William D. Hawkland sub­Columbia Law School News on by the American Bar Associa­
mitted through the State UniversityDecember 15, 1965 (Vol. XX, tion, the preponderant majority
of New York a proposal to the NewNo. 6) under the title of "J.D. award only the Bachelor of · 
York State Board of Regents that theversus LL.B. Controversy; It's Laws (LL.B.) as the first law 
School of Law at Buffalo be allowedAll in the Name". It is reprint­ degree. Columbia is one of 
to confer the degree of Juris Doctor.ed with the permission of the these schools. Yet a growing
The Board of Regents now has thiseditors. minority of schools, now mun­
matter under consideration, and it bering about forty, confer the 
This year law students a­ is hoped that, in the near future, the Juris Doctor degree (J.D.) on 
cross Board will act on this request. least athe nation have shown an at substantial portion 
increasing concern with an is- of their graduating classes..•. 
sue not appearing in their case- In 1963 the Special Committee on Graduate In­
books. No question of law is involved; rather the struction of the Association of American Law 
problem is one of law school policy. At stake are Schools issued a "Report and Recommendation on 
the higher salaries and better chances for promo­ the Use of the Degree of Juris Doctor (J.D.)." It 
tion now sometimes given to those who hold the pointed out the statistics on the academic prepa­
J .D. degree in preference to persons with an LL.B. ration of university professors in various fields 
The problem facing each ·law school is what degree compiled by the National Education Association 
should properly be granted to a person who com­ "cou~d have been made only by counting the LL.B. 
pletes the first three-year course of legal study. 
DODGE TO HEAD LAW REVIEW 
On April 20, 1966, Stephen Kellogg, decided. 
Editor-in-Chief of the Buffalo Law Re- Mr. Biltekoff graduated from the 
view, announced that Douglas C. Dodge University of Pennsylvania in 1964. He 
had been appointed Editor-in-Chief of lives at 696 LeBrun Road in Eggerts­
the Buffalo Law Review, Volume 16. At ville. 
the same time, it was announced that Mr. Russ received his AB degree 
Mr. Dodge's Board of Editors would from Northwestern University in ma­
consist of Steven G. Biltekoff, Arthur thematics in 1964. His home is 99 Pine-
A. Russ, Jr. and Brian J. Troy. woods Drive in North Tonawanda. 
Mr. Dodge, a 1964 graduate of SUN- Mr. Troy, in his undergraduate stu-
YAB, is the father of two sons. He dies, majored in Psychology atSUNYAB, 
currently resides at 314 Edison St. in from where he received his B.A. degree 
Buffalo. Prior to coming to SUNYAB, in 1964. He comes to Buffalo from 2220 
he attended Dartmouth College fo:r two Wallace Avenue, Bronx, New York. 
years. In his undergraduate studies, The new Board of Editors will as­
Mr. Dodge majored in history. At this sume their offices and duties on June 
time, his plans for the future are un- 1, 1966. 
about the J.D. degree -- what are the opinions of 
the legal community?" We couldn't answer these 
questions. Despite all of the research and work 
that has been done on the J.D. degree as to its 
JURIS DOCTOR DEGREE 
The support given to the current movement by 
the State University of New York at Buffalo School 
of Law in petitioning the New York State Board of 
Regents to allow the conference of the Degree of 
Juris Doctor upon its graduates is growing daily. 
Yet there are many who, for various reasons, have 
not taken a position with respect to the movement. 
Some, perhaps, do not feel that they are sufficiently 
informed to express an opinion. 
It is for this reason that THE OPINION is 
devoting this issue to a discussion of the Juris 
Doctor Degre~ and its consequences. This discus­
sion will be made in the form of articles that 
have appeared in recent issues of other Law School 
newspapers. It is believed that these articles rep­
resent fairly the positions of the advocates, as 
well as those of the opponents, of the movement. 
RETURN REQUESTED 
For some time now the Student Bar Association 
here at the Law School has been attempting to solicit 
•S(lpport for the conferral of the Juris Doctor degree. 
, We have requested the support of members of the 
New York State and Federal Bench along with sub­
mitting proposals for an endorsement to the Erie 
County and New York State Bar Associations. Both 
the State and Local Bar Associations have referred 
this matter to their Committee on Legal Education 
for further study. 
The question most asked by those we have 
approached on this subject has .llQ1 been related to 
the value or advisability of the J.D. degree as one 
would think. Rather, we have been asked time and 
time again "How does the practicing lawyer feel 
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EDITOR: William P. Sullivan, Jr. 
FEATURE EDITOR: James M. Van De Water 
ADVERTISING EDITOR: Judith Hillary 
STAFF: Michael McCarthy, David Pfalzgraf 
Publisbed during the school year by the Student Bar Association, 
state University of New York at Buffalo School or Law 
Mailing Address: The Opinion 
77 W. Eade street 
Buffalo. New York 14202 
practicality, advisability and consequences, no one 
as yet has taken this problem directly to the prac­
tising attorney. 
This is what we are trying to do with the 
attached questionnaire. We cannot poll the entire 
legal community. We don't have the facilities or 
funds for such an undertaking. However, we can 
ask~ the alumni of our school to give us your 
opinion. A substantial response would give us a good 
cross section of the legal community and enable us 
to show the support for the degree (or lack of it) to 
the Bar Association, members of the New York 
State Legislature and the Board of Regents. This 
may be a crucial factor in ensuring a favorable 
reaction to the State University's request for per­
mission to confer the degree. 
We have tried to make your expression of an 
opinion as convenient as possible. We know that 
your time is valuable and the question of the J.D. 
degree cannot be allowed to take up much of that 
valuable time. All we are asking you to do is to tear 
out the questionnaire, answer it and drop it in the 
mail. 
We will appreciate your cooperation. Whether 
your reply is positive or negative, or whatever your 
comments on the J .D. degree, you may rest assured 
that they will be noted with interest and the nature 
of all our responses will be communicated to the 
Board of Regents. J.M. V. 
CONGRATULATIONS 
THE OPINION offers its congratulations to 
Douglas Dodge and Harold Brand for their recent 
accomplishments. 
The selection of Douglas Dodge as Editor-in­
Chief of the BUFFALO LAW REVIEW was cer­
tainly deserved. The basic criteria used by the 
current Board of Editors in selecting a new Editor­
in-Chief are quality of the individual's published 
work, the service and effort that one expends in 
promoting the LAW REVIEW, and the individual's 
leadership qualities. Doug certainly rates high in 
all three categories. 
Harold Brand, as Social Chairman, was nearly 
singularly responsible for the success of the 
Barrister's Ball held at the Trap and Field Club 
in March. It was Harry's hard work, mostlybehind 
the scenes, that made possible the comment of so 
many persons on the enjoyable evening. 
To both, once again, THE OPINION gives its 
thanks and congratulations. 
CO.GRATULATIONS TO 
THE CLASS OF 1966 SUHYJ.B SCHOOL OF LJ.W 
THE OPINION , 
J D & You - Continued from Pg. 1 
degree as 'less than a master's.' " 
Prof. Walter Gellhorn, who served on that AALS 
committee, told the NEWS: "I think the LL.B. degree 
[, 
is an anachronism. It goes back to the time when 
students entered law school without prior college 
work. 
"I recently saw a list of university degrees a­
wardeu last year. It was broken down into the cat­
egories of bachelors, masters and doctors. I don't 
th~nk it's right for law· degrees to be lumped in with 
the undergraduate degrees this way. The situation 
has changed, and it's time we recognized it. I think 
we're the victims of our own tradition." 
The AALS committee on which Prof. Gellhorn 
served adopted the following recommendation: 
"Non-lawyers are frequently confused by the fact 
that some schools (about 20, all in the Midwest) 
(1963) award the J.D. \S a first degree in law-, 
while other schools award only the LL.B. as a 
first degree, and award a doctor's degree (the 
J.S.D. or S.J.D.) only as a research degree. 
"Moreover, the schools where the J.D. degree 
exists are divided among those which treat it as 
an honors degree for achieving high grades or for 
completing a research assignment, and those which 
award it to all holders of a prior bachelor's degree. 
Some schools have recently abandoned the J .D. de­
gree, while others have adopted it. ' 
"Uniformity in the meanings of degrees, so far 
as these cap be stated in objective terms, is ob­
viously advantageous. Although precipitate harmo­
nization of practice is unlikely, a statement of 
preferred practices may afford useful guidance not 
only to law schools, but also to accrediting agencies 
and administrative offices. 
"a. The degree of Doctor Juris (J.D.) signifies 
the completion of a program of prolonged academic 
training for a profession, above and beyond previous 
general education in the humanities and science 
culminating in the award of a bachelor's degree. 
The J.D. degree indicates academic endeavor gen­
erally comparable with that leading to the degrees 
of M.D. (Doctor of Medicine) or D.D.S. (Doctor of 
Dental Science). 
"b. The J.D. degree may properly be conferred 
only on a student who has completed a program of 
professional training occupying at least six semes­
ters of full-time study or its equivalent after the 
attainment of a baccalaureate degree. It is not an 
appropriate means of ,indicating academic excel­
lence, which is more effectively reflected in 
terms such as 'with distinction' or cum laude." 
It should not be conferred for combined programs 
in which any part of the professional training was 
carried on as part of the baccalaureate program; 
the LL.B. is the only appropriate degree for such 
programs. 
"c. The adoption of the J.D. degree and its use 
on the basis stated above is ...·ecommended to all 
schools which are now awarding the J,D. degree, 
or which are for any reason making a revision of 
their degrees or degree requirements. i: 
The language of the committee was strengthened 
later. The 1964 report said: "The use of the degree 
of J.D. (Juris Doctor) as a first degree in law un­
der appropriate conditions has distinct advantages 
which merit its favorable consideration by mem­
ber schools." 
• . . However , Dean Warren adamantly states 
that the law school will not discard the LL,B. He 
said: "I like the LL.B. It's been around for a hun­
dred years and I don't see any reason to change. 
If there's a problem, it's one of others' lack of 
understanding of the degree, and I don't think we 
should change our way of doing things just be­
ca:.ise they get confused. 
"When a fellow graduates from here, he doesn't 
have just an LL.B., he's got a COLUMBIA LL,B. 
That's the important thing, and calling it a J.D. 
or an X.Y.Z., wouldn't change things one bit. 
There's no problem of substance here, just one 
of form. And as lawyers, we know that substance 
should be controlling." 
Unfortunately there are many cases where 
substance is not controlling in this matter. It was 
pointed out above that the National Education 
Association ranks the LL.B. as "less than a mas­
ter's." It is also true that the same report takes , 
the J.D. as the equivalent of a doctorate. 
In addition, the administrators of many academic 
institutions take these degrees at "face value" when 
determining a person's eligibility for appointment to 
a teaching position. A letter from alumnus Robert 
T. Miller '36 whose academic promotion is hindered 
by holding the Columbia LL.B. rather than a J .D. 
from any accredited law school, bears out this 
statement, as does the following quotation from 
Dean Hervey's article: (Student Lawyer Journal, 
June 1965): 
"A graduate of a top-flight law school who held 
the LL.B. the only first professional degree in law 
conferred by the school ... had applied for a posi­
tion to teach business law in a state related school 
of business and industry in Minnesota. In reply to 
his application, he was advised that he could not 
receive an appointment with rank above 'instructor' 
at a salary of $8,500 per year. The applicant, the 
holder of the LL.B. degree, knew that if he could 
receive an appointment as 'assistant' professor it 
would carry, a higher salary. 
"Quite naturally the applicant enlisted the aid of 
the dean of the law school from whichhe graduated 
and who had taught him. The dean ofthe law school 
wrote to the dean of the dean of the school in which 
his graduate was interested and labored the point 
that the LL.B. is a 'professional degree' and that it 
entails longer study and greater effort than is re­
quired for the M.A. degree -- that although the 
young applicant held the LL.B. degree, he had 
pursued a law program equal in severity and ex­
cellence to that exacted by schools which confer 
the J.D. degree. 
"The dean of the school of business and indus­
try replied to the dean of the law school in part as 
follows: 
" 'Minnesota College Board regulations treat an 
LL.B. degree as the equivalent of a master's in re­
gards to rank and salary. Therefore, if we hire a 
young man with an LL.B. we could not bring him in 
at a rank higher than that of instructor nor could we 
promote him in the future. Salary also would be 
controlled by the regulation and therefore we could 
not pay him more than $8,500. However, if a person 
has an LL.B. plus a master's it would be possible 
to bring him in as an assistant professor with top 
pay of $9,500. The College looks upon the J.D. as 
being equivalent to a Ph.D., D.B.A., or Ed.D. 
. . . I realize that this is unjust but there is not a 
great deal we can do about it at the present time.' " 
Neither of the two law schools in Minnesota 
grants the J.D. One of them, William Mitchell 
College of Law, is now officially considering the 
possibility of switching. 
..• The largest single employer of attorneys, 
the federal government, also often discriminates 
between holders of the two degrees. Classification 
procedures vary for different positions, but that 
used by the Air Force is probably typical. Air 
Force Manual 36-4 classifies the educational 
levels as "from less than high school graduates" 
to "doctor's degree." Level "H" is that of the 
master's degree and includes the LL.B. Level 
"J" is master's degree plus 30 semester hours and 
includes the LL.M. Level "K" is doctor's degree 
and "includes doctor of medicine and doctor of 
dentistry degree as well as ether earned doctor's 
degrees" 
Selective Service also treats the degrees dif­
ferently; an LL.B. student is lumped with under~ 
graduates; so it behooves him to maintain a good 
class standing. So long as a graduate student--one 
seeking a J.D.--is satisfactorily pursuing his de­
gree, the exemption will not be disturbed. 
Dean Warren points out that the situation is im­
proving. At a number ofleadinguniversities, LL.B. 
recipients are permitted to wear the doctor's hood 
at graduation. The federal government now rec­
ognizes that for purposes of grants for university 
buildings and for tuition scholarships and loans, 
law schools are now considered equivalent to any 
other graduate or professional school. 
Dean Warren notes with satisfaction that the 
president of Yale, who by long tradition had to hold 
a Ph.D., is at present a man with a Harvard LL.B. 
"That," he says, "shows thattheLL.B. is now being 
recognized for its true worth." 
It seems, however, that for many the recognition 
of the LL.B. is not proceeding fast enough, for many 
schools have recently begun to grant the J .D. in­
stead. The change seems to be trucing place on a 
state-by-state and region-by-region basis, with the · 
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CONGRATULATIONS ... AND MORE 
We're happy to join the friends of the Class of '66 in offering our heartiest 
congratulations on your forthcoming graduation. 
As you begin your legal career, we'd like to offer you the unique facilities and 
records we've gathered through 83 years of dealing with real estate titles. These, 
and the friendly cooperation of experienced personnel, are yours to command when 
you call on Abstract Title. Your first visit might well be just to inspect our title 
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Northeast being the least affected. 
The home of the J.D. is the University of 
Chicago, which adopted the degree about 1900 when 
a four-year college requirement was introduced. 
Harvard began admitting only college graduates at 
about the same time, but the faculty's proposal that 
the J,D. be granted was turned down by the cor­
poration. 
Since then five of the other six law schools in 
Illinois have begun to grant J.D. 's to at least some 
of their graduates on an honors basis. The Univer­
sity of Michigan grants the J,D. to about a sixth of 
its graduating class, and two of the other three 
Michigan law schools grant the degree to some stu­
dents. Indiana University grants it to about a third 
of its graduates. Recently each of the nine law 
schools in Ohio has begun to grant the J.D. 
In the Great Plains area, fourteen of the sixteen 
- law schools in Iowa, Missouri, Oklahoma, Kansas, 
Colorado, Nebraska, South DakotaandNorthDakota 
now award the J.D. Oklahoma City University, Dean 
Hervey's school, does not yet award it but is 
seriously considering beginning to do so. One school 
in Texas grants the J.D. 
Both accredited law schools in Oregongrantthe 
J.D. and two of the eleven in California have re­
cently begun to do so. Stanford, however, which 
adopted the J.D. soon after the University of Chi­
cago, has ceased to grant this degree. 
In the East, two District of Columbia law schools 
grant the degree. Emory University in Georgiare­
cently made the change. 
. . . What might be the first incursion into the 
state of New York is the recent move by the State 
University at Buffalo to grant the J.D. Dean Warren 
has stated that Columbia will not follow suit. 
In June, 1963, the accredited law schools granted 
8882 LL.B.'s, 756 J.D.'s, and 32 J.S.D.'s (or 
S.J.D. 's). Of the research doctorates, two were 
granted by Columbia. 
Actually there are not two but three doctorates 
WANTED: LAW SCHOOL REPRESENTATIVE 
LAW SCHOOL REVIEW BOOK PUBLISHER TO EVALU­By ■ ■ ATE MARKET FOR OUR OUTLINES AT YOUR SCHOOL 
Barrister Publishing Co. la In need 
of several sharp law achoo! student• 
to evaluate the market potential of 
our new law review book aeries 
(Bar-Notes) juat published. These 
law review books are comprehen­
sive case book outlines keyed to 
every major law text and cover 
point-by-point every Important ca ■e 
covered in the texts being used in 
your law school. Written by top 
legal scholars and edited by law 
professors at several leading law 
schools, this series has been hailed 
as a new dimension in study help 
for law students. 
Each case is presented in clear, 
lucid language and sets forth in an 
easy to understand manner all the 
relevant aspects of the case in ques­
tion. In addition, at the end of each 
case there is a unique editor's anal! 
ysis prepared by eminently qualified 
legal experts. Here the nature, Im• 
portance, aignlllcance and meanin1 
of the case ia thoroughly diacuased. 
There la a Bar-Notes title for each 
and every course subject taught in 
your law school. Within each title 
can be found all the cases encoun• 
tered by the student In that particu­
lar subject. 
If you are interested In represent­
ing our company at your achoo!, 
please reply to Barriater Publishing 
Co., Inc., 50 Broadway, New York, 
N.Y. 10004 for a free information kit 
which. will include a FREE sample 
of a $7.95 book (please check below 
for the book and text you wish It 
to be keyed to) and other informa­
tion about the representation of our 
company at your school. An hourly 
fee of $7.50 will be paid and during 
the school year the representative 
will average about 5·10 hours per 
week. 
Pleaae check one ■ ample you desire. If you ■ tale text you are 
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in law, for the honorary LL.D. must be included too. 
Perhaps someday, someone will bring some order 
into this chaotic alphabet soup. But from Dean 
Warren's comments, it seems that the day will not 
soon come. 
WM. MITCHELL COLLEGE OF LAW 
(MINN.) TO AWARD J.D. DEGREE 
Ed. Note: This article originally appeared in 
the William Mitchell Opinion in December 1965 
(Vol. 9, No. 1). 
Commencing next spring, William Mitchell 
graduates who held bachelor's degrees upon en­
tering law school will be awarded the J.D. (Juris 
Doctor) rather than LL.B. (Bachelor of Laws) 
degree, according to a recent announcement by 
Dean Douglas R. Heidenreich. 
•.. Impetus for awarding the J.D. came from 
a resolution adopted unanimously by the Section 
of Legal Education and Admissions to the Bar at 
its annual meeting in 1964. The Section invited 
consideration of the J.D. as the first professional 
degree in law in a memorandum dated September, 
1964, to ABA-approved law schools, and within 
nine months the Board of Trustees of William 
Mitchell College of Law' acted favorably upon the 
Section's recommendation. 
... Dean Heidenreich explained that the change 
was made here as well as at many other law 
schools "in recognition of the fact that the profes­
sional doctorate more clearly represents the 
caliber and quality of work required of the law 
student than does the LL.B., which is too often 
throught of as merely a second bachelor's degree." 
. . . According to proponents of the shift to the 
J.D., it is important to distinguish between profes­
sional and research degrees awarded for graduate 
study. In law there are two commonly recognized 
professional degrees, the !3achelor of Laws (LL. 
B.) and Juris Doctor (J.D.), and two research de­
grees, the Master of Laws (LL.M.) and Doctor of 
Jurisprudence (S.J.D.). 
The J.D. is the professional doctorate in law. 
It is the law school equivalent of the M.D. in 
medicine and D.D.S. in dentistry. It is not a re­
search degree, which customarily requires in­
dependent research and study, and it should not 
be confused with research doctorates, such as 
the Ph.D., S.J.D., Ed.D,., or D.B.A. 
There is lack of uniformity among law schools 
with respect to their first professional degree in 
law and their requirements for the J.D. degree. 
Several law schools confer the J.D. for honors 
work, but only about thirty-five award it to all or 
nearly all of their graduates, as William Mitchell 
proposes to do. This number will increase to fifty 
or more by next year, according to a New York 
University professor of law who surveyed the 
opinion of member schools of the Association of 
American Law Schools in 1964. 
The University of Chicago and Northwestern 
University law schools are the two most promi­
nent institutions which presently award the J.D. 
as the first professional degree in law. 
Several arguments favor the change from the 
LL.B. to J.D. degree. There are apparently few, 
if any, disadvantages. It is reasoned that the J.D. 
more accurately reflects the work accomplished 
by the law student than does a bachelor's degree 
and that the J.D. will raise the professional sta­
ture of the lawyer to the same level as graduates 
of medical and dental schools, who also receive 
professional doctorates. 
"Measured in terms of the qualifications of stu­
dents who enter the law schools, the level of in­
tellectual activity, and the scholastic standards 
exacted for survival and graduation, legal education 
is comparable to programs which lead to doctorates 
in other fields," according to Dean Hervey. 
The J.D. would have the added practical sig­
nificance of improving the income of those in aca­
demic or government positions where arbitrary 
limitations imposed by a bachelor's degree, ir­
respective of field of concentration, frequently 
affect both their salary and promotion potential. 
The majority of students who commented on the 
change, especially upperclassmen, said that they 
thought professional opportunities depended more 
upon individual factors, such as personality, aca­
demic record, and experience, and said that they 
did not think that the J.D. degree alone would open 
many doors to them which would not otherwise 
have been open. 
Whether one believes the J.D. will aid himpro­
fessionally or not, it seems clear that it will set 
him apart from most of his fellow attorneys--at 
least in Minnesota. A clerk in the office of the 
Minnesota State Bar Association, where all ap­
plications for admission to practice are pro­
cessed, said that in her experience "very few" 
applicants held the J.D. degree. 
QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
Will the J.D. degree be conferred retroactively 
on U.B.'s alumni as well as the graduates of the 
State University? 
We hope that this will be the end result. There 
are some difficulties of a technical nature since the 
University of Buffalo has now been incorporated in­
to the State University system and therefore is ex­
tinct as a separate entity. However, we believe that 
once our request has been granted, these difficulties 
will be overcome. 
What of the other law schools in the state -- will 
they confer the degree -- or do they oppose it? 
Dean Warren of Cofumbia has voiced some 
doubts as to the advisability of the J.D. degree. 
However, we do not think this represents the un­
animous or final decision of Columbia on the 
matter. Other law schools have evidenced an in­
terest in conferring the degree but are waiting to 
see the outcome of our request to the Board of 
Regents. 
Only a small number of lawyers working in 
state and federal jobs or in education would be 
affected by the conferral of the J.D. degree. Why 
all the fuss for a minority of the legal community? 
As time goes on an ever-increasing number of 
men and women with a legal background enter the 
fields of government and education. They are a 
minority, but a substantial minority and the J.D. 
degree would offer the possibility of higher salaries 
and better opportunity for advancement. In addition 
to this the conferral of the J.D. degree would en­
hance the academic prestige of the entire legal 
community and of the Law School in dealing with 
their own University's administration. 
Won't a great deal of confusion result with the 
conferral of the J.D. degree -- the next thing you 
know we will be watching the "Dr." Perry Mason 
show? 
The degree is already granted as the first de­
gree in law by a substanjial number of schools in 
the country. (26 schools out of 100 and some odd 
law schools). No great confusion has been expe­
rienced as yet and we look forward to none in the 
future. Only a few lawyers, if any, would make a 
point of announcing their "doctoral" status to their 
clients and others. 
A.LS.A. REPORT 
by Carl Mooradian 
An American Law Student Association joint first 
and second circuit conference was held at the Hotel 
Somerset in Boston, Mass. on March 4, 5, and 6. 
The participating law schools from the second cir­
cuit were: Albany Law School, State University of 
New York at Buffalo School of Law, Brooklyn Law 
School, Columbia Law School, University of Conn­
ecticut School of Law, Fordham University School 
of Law, New York LawSchool,NewYorkUniversity 
School of Law, St. John's University School of Law, 
and Syracuse University School of Law. The dele­
gates from s.U.N. Y.A.B. School of Law were Carl 
E. Mooradian and Brian H. Rhatigan, 
The conference featured a Constitutional Law 
Seminar on criminal justice. Speakers at the con­
ference included Archibald Cox, former Solicitor 
General of the United States; Thomas F. Lambert, 
Jr., Editor-in-Chief, American Trial Lawyers 
Association Law Journal; F. Lee Bailey, a criminal 
attorney and the lawyer on the celebrated case of 
Dr. Sam Sheppard; and Dean Robert McKay of New 
York University School of Law. 
The delegates had three very full days of activ­
ities and they found them most informative and 
edifying. It would be hopeless to try to synthasize 
here all that was learned from the speakers. Let 
it ·suffice to say for now that it is hoped that next 
year more students from our school will be able 
to attend the conference because it is a real educa­
tional benefit. 
A second benefit that the conference carried 
with it, and perhaps the most important to the good 
of our entire school, was the exchange of ideas 
among the delegates. A series of meetings were 
held at which the delegates discussed issues of 
prime importance to law students, some of which 
were: the role and function of Student Bar Asso­
ciations; better and more efficient job placement 
services; membership benefits of ALSA and many 
others. Some of the suggestions garnered from 
these meetings have been presented to our own 
S.B.A. and some have already been acted upon. 
In the congenial atmosphere of the conference 
our delegates found many persons who were quite 
receptive to our desire to secure the J.D. degree 
for the law school. It was learned that many of the 
students of other law schools in the State also wish 
to see the J.D. degree conferredandtheyhave pro­
mised their aid in working toward that end. It was a 
result of that support that a committee was formed 
at S.U.N.Y.A.B. to contact the other schools and 
organize the effort in securing the degree. Much of 
the work is well under way. 
Another interesting fact was learned at the con­
ference. It concerned student loans. ALSA has funds 
available for loans to those persons who are stu­
dents at a member school ofALSA. S.U.N.Y.A.B. is 
such a school. While the rate of interest is higher 
for such a loan than most of the other types avail­
able to students, the benefit is derived from the fact 
that the requirements for an ALSA loan are sub­
stantially less than the Federal and State loans, for 
example. Thus, a student who does notqualifyfor a 
Federal or State loan can probably qualify for an 
ALSA loan, which is delivered in cash in a matter 
of days. 
Space limitations restrict a fuller discussion 
here of the conference activities and of ALSA ben­
efits. If you have anyquestionsconcerning ALSAor 
the conference please feel free to contact the dele­
gates or your ALSA representatives. In conclusion 
then, a final reminder to all studentsthatthe ALSA 
national convention will be held in Montreal in Au­





by John Swieca 
There has been some interest expressed recent­
ly in forming a professional fraternity here in the 
law school. This interest has been on the part of 
h9th students and administration/faculty. It seems 
that other professional schools of the University 
(Med., Dent. , Pharmacy) all have these organiza­
tion and they have been profitable to the members 
both professionally and socially. 
r: Talking with a few people revealed that at one 
time there was a professional legal fraternity at 
this school but it was never reorganized after 
,I World War II. A letter was written to the central 
office that fraternity, PHI DELTA PHI, concerning 
the possibility of reviving the old chapter. It seems 
it is possible, all it would need is (in their words), 
"a group of Law Students, top quality students, or­
ganized in the Law School, and functioning, in effect 
as a local Fraternity, and to so operate successfully 
for a period of time, to establish the stability of the 
group, and the quality of the members, and then, 
when you feel you are ready, to petition for re­
activation...." . 
So if there is a group of men that feel they can 
qualify this could be a very worthwhile and enjoyable 
venture. Contact John Swieca for details. 
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